
UC DAVIS Honor Societies 
 
Election to an honor society is one of the most 
prestigious awards a student can receive. 
Honor societies are departmental, 
professional, local, and national organizations 
whose goals are to recognize and improve 
scholastic standing in an area of interest. 
Membership is based on outstanding academic 
achievement, often with supplemental criteria. 
 
This brochure lists the honor societies 
available to students of the College of 
Biological Sciences, along with the societies’ 
goals, requirements for membership, and 
contacts. This information is a subset of the 
comprehensive pamphlet produced by the 
Prytanean Women’s Honor Society. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAMPUSWIDE SOCIETIES 
 

GOLDEN KEY 
All Colleges 

 
GOAL: To build global communities of academic 
achievers by providing opportunities for individual 
growth through leadership, career development, 
networking and service. 
 
REQUIREMENTS: Membership is by invitation 
only and limited to the top 15% of juniors and 
seniors with a minimum 3.5 GPA. 
 
CONTACT: Box 351, Student Programs and 
Activities Center or Robyn Tornay, Department of 
Physics, 752-1501 (tornay@physics.ucdavis.edu), 
or Nga Du, President, ntdu@ucdavis.edu 
 
WEBSITE:  http://goldenkey.ucdavis.edu 
 

ORDER OF OMEGA 
All Colleges 

 
GOAL: To recognize those fraternity men and 
women who have attained a high standard of 
leadership in interfraternity activities, to encourage 
them to continue along this line, and to inspire 
others to strive for similar conspicuous attainment. 
 
REQUIREMENTS: Junior or senior men or women 
nominated by their fraternity or sorority.  Must have 
one full year of residence at UC Davis.  A 
cumulative GPA above that of the all-Greek 
average is required.  Members consist of the top 3% 
of Greek undergraduates. 
 
CONTACT: Tiffany Mimms, Student Programs and 
Activities Center, 752-2027 
(trmimms@ucdavis.edu) 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.orderofomega.org/ 

PHI KAPPA PHI 
All Colleges 

 
GOAL: To recognize and encourage superior 
scholarship in all academic disciplines.  
 
REQUIREMENTS: Outstanding students of sound 
character in all fields of higher education.  Fields of 
study may be in any discipline.  Seniors – upper 
8.5% of class.  Juniors – must have completed at 
least 72 credit hours, top 7% of class.  Total number 
of undergraduates chosen may not exceed 10% of 
candidates for graduation in that year.  A limited 
number of students from the three professional 
schools as well as faculty, professional staff and 
alumni who have achieved scholarly distinction 
may also be eligible. 
 
CONTACT: Christina Craig-Veit, Department of 
Neurobiology, Physiology & Behavior, 752-4679 
(cbcraigveit@ucdavis.edu) 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.phikappaphi.org/ 
 

     PRYTANEAN HONOR SOCIETY 
 All Colleges 

 
GOAL: To recognize the scholastic achievements of 
undergraduate women, encourage fellowship 
among women with diverse interests and goals, and 
provide service to the University and community. 
 
REQUIREMENTS: Sophomore women with a 
minimum 3.4 UC GPA, junior and continuing 
senior women with a minimum 3.2 UC GPA and 
some activities. 
 
CONTACT:  Box 197, Student Programs and 
Activities Center or Lynda Jones, Department of 
English, 752-7646 (lmjones@ucdavis.edu) 
 
WEBSITE:  
http://asucd.ucdavis.edu/organizations/other/pryt/ 
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SIGMA XI 
All Colleges 

 
GOAL: To honor researchers and those with 
research potential in the scientific community.  
 
REQUIREMENTS: Nomination by two active 
members based on performance or potential 
performance. Evidence of ability to conduct 
independent research is strong factor in 
consideration for membership.  
 
CONTACT: Professor Emeritus C.P. Nash, 
Department of Chemistry, 753-5261 
(cpnash@ucdavis.edu) 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.anthro.ucdavis.edu/faculty/ 
mchenry/sigmaxi.htm 

 
DEPARTMENT SOCIETY 

 
PHI SIGMA 

Biological Sciences 
 
GOAL: To recognize high achievement in the 
biological sciences and encourage involvement in 
research. 
 
REQUIREMENTS:  Major in some field of biology, 
minimum 3.4 GPA and research for 
undergraduates; minimum 3.5 and research for 
graduate students. 
 
CONTACT: Professor Barbara Horwitz, 
Neurobiology, Physiology & Behavior, Division of 
Biological Sciences, 752-0203 
(bahorwitz@ucdavis.edu) 
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